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Club information

President:

Eva Stýskalová avantitour@volny.cz
Secretary:

Klaus-Dieter Beck

klaus.beck@okd.cz
15/02 at 17h.

Hotel Imperial, Ostrava

Presentation:
Petr Andrle
‘300 years from the birth of Fridrich the Great – the bad Prussian or great politician’
Next meeting:

29/02 at 17h.

Hotel Imperial, Ostrava

PRESENCE
Assessment:  Honorary members:5    Members:25       10 :attending;  15:not attending; 

 Honorary members
	Tomáš ČERMÁK
	
	

	Bob KŘEMPEK
	
	

	Jana ŠPERKOVÁ
	
	

	Břetislav TUMA
	
	

	Ivo VONDRÁK
	
	


Regular members

	
	Name
	15/02
	External meeting attendance

	1
	Petr BECHER
	
	

	2
	Klaus-Dieter BECK
	X
	

	3
	Dirk Richard BLIEK
	X
	

	4
	Aleš BUKSA
	
	

	5
	Lubomír Chmura
	X
	

	6
	Zdeňka FRIEDELOVÁ
	X
	

	7
	Gerhard HERUDEK
	X
	

	8
	Michal HLADÍK
	
	

	9
	Igor JANÍK
	
	

	10
	Lumír KAVÁLEK
	
	

	11
	Vítězslav MAČUDA
	
	

	12
	Josef MELECKÝ
	X
	

	13
	Roman MIKULÍN
	X
	

	14
	Simona MIKULÍNOVÁ
	X
	

	15
	Eva MRÁZKOVÁ
	
	

	16
	Tadeáš OCHODEK
	
	

	17
	Vivek OJHA
	
	


	18
	Jaromír PAVLÍČEK
	X
	

	19
	Vladimír POLÁK
	X
	

	20
	Jaroslav PROKOP
	
	

	21
	Martin STANĆÍK
	
	

	22
	Eva STÝSKALOVÁ
	
	

	23
	Lubomír TEICHMANN
	
	

	24
	Pavla TOPOLÁNKOVÁ
	
	

	25
	Miroslava TRGIŇOVÁ
	
	Excused - Maternity

	
	#
	10
	

	
	%
	40
	


GUESTS   
Ms. Vévodová

Mr. Petr Andrle

Mr. Pavel Bartoš

Meeting program
1. Introduction (Gerhard Herudek):

The President, who was vacationing in Italy (hopefully safe and with a lot of sunshine), was substituted by Gerhard Herudek (our Rotary friend who is always able helping to cover the short-term problems) guided through the meeting. Obviously some more friends of the club joined her on this vacation idea, just looking at the attendance performance(. First he introduced two guests. One was Petr Andrle, also somebody who is always stepping in to fill in a gap to present an interesting paper even on a short notice. This time his topic was to talk about Frederick the Great, on the occasion of his 300th birthday on January 24. The second guest, who was introduced, was Pavel Bartoš, who is an owner of the mining equipment manufacturer FITE and who was residing the Chamber of Commerce of the Moravian – Silesian region.
2. Lecture (Petr Andrle) – 300th birthday of Frederick the Great:

The main information of Frederick the Great presented by Petr Andrle can be summarized as follows: “Frederick II (24 January 1712 – 17 August 1786) was a King in Prussia (1740–1772) and a King of Prussia (1772–1786) from the Hohenzollern dynasty. He became known as Frederick the Great (Friedrich der Große) and was nicknamed Der Alte Fritz ("Old Fritz"). Interested primarily in music and philosophy and not the arts of war during his youth, Frederick unsuccessfully attempted to flee from his authoritarian father, Frederick William I, with childhood friend Hans Hermann von Katte, whose execution he was forced to watch after they had been captured. Upon ascending to the Prussian throne, he attacked Austria and claimed Silesia during the Silesian Wars, winning military acclaim for himself and Prussia. Near the end of his life, Frederick physically connected most of his realm by conquering Polish territories in the First Partition of Poland. Frederick was a proponent of enlightened absolutism. For years he was a correspondent of Voltaire, with whom the king had an intimate, if turbulent, friendship. He modernized the Prussian bureaucracy and civil service and promoted religious tolerance throughout his realm. Frederick patronized the arts and philosophers and wrote flute music. Frederick is buried at his favorite residence, Sanssouci in Potsdam. Because he died childless, Frederick was succeeded by his nephew, Frederick William II of Prussia, son of his brother, Prince Augustus William of Prussia.”

The following major issues were introduced by him just to name the major ones:

· Introducing obligatory school attendance 100 years earlier than in France or England;

· Tolerance of any religion;

· Generous treatment of immigrants

· Support of artists and art

· Cancelation of torture 

· Cancelation of press censorship

· Cultivation of huge marshland properties

· Introduction and cultivation of potatoes as base food

· Introduction of consumption tax (excluding basic issues like food); 

His success can be condensed with two impressive numbers: At the time of his death Prussia was three times bigger and had 5 million more citizens. 

3. Miscellaneous:

The following issues were mentioned: 

· The Prague RC invited to a conference about “Business Ethics”;

· The RC Opava ball was mentioned as a big success and our friend Vladimir Polák moderated this event;

· The RC Katowice ball was also visited by our friend Simona Mikulínová;

· A reminder of the pig slaughter feast on Friday February 24th was mentioned;

· Greetings from our previous friend Gruber were conveyed from Josef Melecký, who met him by accident in Mannheim/Germany;

· Greatly appreciated was a donation from Dirk Bliek at the occasion of his recent birthday for our social project;

The meeting ended with a bell ringing just on time, as it could be expected from such an experienced substitute like Gerhard Herudek.
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